
T H E  E P W O R T H  F O U N D AT I O N

A  S E C O N D  R E P O R T



‘Better to illuminate than to merely shine’
 Thomas Aquinas



 ~ Thomas Aquinas

As COVID-19 sweeps the world bringing fear and uncertainty, 
Epworth continues to educate based on our motto:

FIDA   HUMANA   FORTIS 

Even during periods of darkness, our school’s ‘Joyful Light’ has shone for 122 years.

The Epworth Foundation is proud to accompany this great institution into  
the future, with grateful thanks to the generosity of our donors.

Faith     Compassion     Courage



“Education is the mother of leadership”    
(Wendell Willkie, American lawyer and presidential candidate, early 1900s)    



While the Epworth Foundation has grown notably since 2016, 
the overseeing Epworth Foundation Trust (formerly the ‘I Believe 
in Epworth Trust’) has played a limited role within Epworth up 
until now. 

Innovation happened in 2019/2020. 

First we assessed the need for the Epworth Foundation 
Trust leadership to reflect the demographics of our bursary 
beneficiaries, Epworth girl scholars. Past girls and contributing 
women of worth stepped up as true custodians of Epworth, 
the school that served us and enabled our success. The newly 
appointed trustees fulfil this requirement bringing women 
empowerment, fierce independence, confidence and strength 
to the Epworth Foundation Trust. 

Integral to this was the need to address the governance 
requirements of our donors. Donor fatigue is an undeniable 
reality. Epworth now has a governance and oversight donor 
pack that establishes the differentiation donors are seeking. 
The Foundation Trust Deed has been updated to be relevant 
and fit for purpose. There is a comprehensive suite of adopted 
policies and procedures to enable accountability and absolute 
transparency. The Investment Committee, an internal 
Foundation Trust committee, approaches the management 
of the endowment funds in a prudent manner benefitting the 
donor source and the purpose of the funds. A fully diversified 
portfolio is managed in a consistent and disciplined manner. 

Our target is consistent, moderate growth with significant focus 
on risk management.  No apologies, no excuses. It is simply 
a matter of doing it right all the time. The Foundation Trust 
provides the co-ordination and oversight required for sound 
governance of endowed funds to enable access to world-class 
education for young women of worth, talented and deserving 
girls who would not otherwise receive this opportunity. 
Education is key and educating girls is a key global objective. 

Epworth has always been for real people with big hearts and 
lots of guts. 

An endowment to the Epworth Foundation supports Epworth 
as the school continues to provide the greatest gift a young 
woman can receive: a world-class education.

 I urge you to consider making to our school the gift of a lifetime. 

Janet Channing  
(nee Gray, class of 1981) 

Foundation Investment  
Committee Chair and Trustee  

Innovation happens 
  when you do something new, when you fix a problem or fill a gap



 ‘Great leaders do more than achieve personal success. They create greatness in others’ 
www.joywren.com



A Worthy Investment
The Vision  
For over a century 
Epworth School has 
‘freed the potential 
in individuals to 
become relevant, 
resilient and 
ethical leaders’ 
(school vision) in 
homes, work-
places and communities across 
the globe. The COVID pandemic 
places even greater emphasis on 
the need for ‘A South Africa where 
deserving talent is educated and 
inspired to serve our country and 
its people’ (Foundation vision). 
Together, Epworth and the Epworth 
Foundation believe in giving a child 
a chance to distinguish themself in 
life, irrespective of their financial 
means. I would like to invite all who 
see education as one of the greatest 
gifts in life, to support or continue  
to support our century long  
LIFE-WORTHINESS and LIFE-
READINESS legacy.

Ingrid Roberts (nee Bredenkamp) 
(class of 1980) 
Foundation Director

Oversight and Support Team

The Plan
Chief Investment 
Officer of Coherent 
Capital Management 
(Pty) Ltd -  Andrew 
has been integral to 
the upgrading of the 
internal governance 
regime of the 
Foundation Trust. 
This includes (i) the drafting of charters and 
policies (ii) the institution of investment, 
operational and reporting processes and 
(iii) the modelling of long-term investment 
targets. 

Andrew Pfaff 
Investment Committee: Technical Advisor  

Investment Committee  – left to right: 
Andrew Pfaff, CIO Coherent Capital Management ,  
Carol Coetzee, CEO KZN Film Commission,  
Bea Croudace, retired Business Manager Kearsney College; 
Janet Channing, MD Metgovis and Epworth Foundation Trustee; 
Lisa Robertson, Board Chair Epworth; Ingrid Roberts, Epworth 
Foundation Director; Janine O’Connor, Epworthian; Liziwe 
Myakayaka, Foundation Secretary; Emwee Zeelie, Epworth 
Business Manager; Liz Luiz, Epworth Finance Committee;  
Jan Menear, Epworthian Liaison Officer.



Jennifer Maritz CA; GAICD (Chartered Accountant and 
Graduate of the Australian Institute of Company Directors) 
and Anthea Gerrard (nee Du Toit class of 1980) Assistant 
Professor – Law, Bond University, Australia

We had the privilege of attending Epworth before the digital world 
but not without the curiosity to learn. Some of the vital lessons 
gained from science experiments and debating competitions, I still 
quote in my working life such as "Statistics don't lie but liars use 
statistics" - from a Science debate in Standard 9! 
Epworth gave us a foundation from which we learnt to challenge 
ourselves, grow and try new things. We have lived in multiple 
countries and have found our ability to adapt to changing 
circumstances that started with adapting to boarding school, 
something that remains to this day. The friendships we made have 
also stood the test of time with most of us still sharing our lives 
closely as true extended family, retained and expanded. 

Noluthando Nzimande (class of 2012)

Click on the link below (or the arrow opposite) to enjoy the story 
of a young life forever empowered by Epworth’s education through 
the Epworth Foundation bursary programme.

Meet with the inspiring Noluthando Nzimande at her home in 
Hlokozi, rural KwaZulu-Natal, in December 2019.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ap4iqIaD0h8 

AntheaJennifer

Nonkqubela Maliza (class of 1984) Director - Corporate & 
Government Affairs: Volkswagen South Africa 

I am a believer in the power of education to transform and uplift 
lives at a personal and societal level. The education I received at 
Epworth was of the highest quality- it was comprehensive, holistic 
and robust - be it in the classroom, in the chapel, on the sports 
field or in the boarding houses. I learnt to think critically, to speak 
up, to lead and to serve, and to work hard at everything. All of this 
was accomplished under the watchful eyes of teachers who were 
masters in their respective fields, caring and attentive and able to 
see and appreciate and nurture our individual strengths. Finally, 
I made lifetime friendships at Epworth and the values of faith, 
humanity and courage are deeply embedded in my soul.

Nono Sekhoto-Iga (class of 1999) 
Entrepreneur Agriculturist

Epworth taught me to believe in myself and my worth and allow 
me to shine in my own special way. It gave me the courage to 
explore a career in agriculture where I have developed a high- 
impact professional profile, having participated on national and 
international platforms for the empowerment of youth across the 
the African continent. 

I am also very grateful for the strong, life-long friendships that I've 
formed from my Epworth days, with some of the most amazing 
women I know.

Women of Worth

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ap4iqIaD0h8%20


A Story of Worth

‘If you educate a woman, you educate a nation’  
~ African poverb

NoluthandoNono SallyNonkqubela Katja

Katja Vonkeman (class of 2018) Engineering Scholarship 
Student - MAHLE Automotive, Karlsruhe, Germany

The first semester of mechanical engineering at the Karlsruhe 
Institute of Technology in Germany: done and dusted. The friends 
I’ve made, the places I’ve seen and the things I‘ve learnt as part of 
this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity have been an incomparable 
blessing. The course is difficult but I enjoy the challenge, and 
with the help of constructive study breaks (which include lugging 
my quickly packed suitcase across the country and over a few 
borders), I remain motivated. The Lord has blessed me and I thank 
Him wholeheartedly for putting Epworth and Mahle in my path to 
pave this extraordinary way for me. 

Sally Earl (nee Bairstow class of 1968)
Retired Oncologist - MB ChB, F C Rad Onc 

Epworth was a paradise for me; a world of books and laboratories, 
wonderfully skilled teachers and a time of accelerated growth that 
led ultimately to a career in Oncology and a lifelong love of nature.

Our motto Fida, Humana, Fortis has resonated throughout my 
life. Faith to carry on even when times are really tough, Humanity 
- acknowledging all people as worthy - and Courage to face 
consequences when dire, and to be calm when facing mortality 
- made me a better doctor. Epworth also instilled in me a great 
sense of fun with humour, laughter and singing carrying me 
through many of life’s difficult times. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ap4iqIaD0h8%20


So much of Epworth’s history is testament to our faith-filled, compassionate and courageous leaders, past and present, and to our 

generous benefactors. The Epworth Foundation can never sufficiently express the gratitude owed to such legacy-leavers.



Financials
• Transparent 

• Compliant and

• Valuably adding to Epworth’s generous, 

century-old bursary programme

Noting 
• Donor-driven requests with the 

Foundation’s newly-instituted 2020 

Investment Plan will assure that a 

set portion be disbursed annually for 

bursaries, securing the balance for 

investment

• The Foundation office’s operational 

costs are borne by the school

(The Epworth Foundation Trust is a registered NPO 
031-368/ PBO 930004892 /Section 18A (1) (a) approved) 2017 2018 2019

Capital

Interest

Costs

Disbursed to bursary fund

Invested as legacy capital

R222 000

R593 500

R116 500

R227 000

R68 500

R414 500

R1 106 000

R237 000

R186 500

R832 000

R949 000

R 257 000

R260 000

R654 000

R149 500

2017
2018
2019

Management Metrics
Cost / capital raised Cost / NAV Capital raised / NAV

12%

17%

27%

3,4%

7,6%

7,8%

29%

29%

45%



‘Therefore to Thee be Praise and Thanksgiving’



Once again in 2019, the Epworth Foundation has 
partnered proudly with the Allan Gray Orbis Foundation 
to further assist bursary learners to distinguish 
themselves in their Epworth high school careers.

This year, the Epworth Foundation pays a special tribute 
to the late philanthropist Allan Gray, whose great legacy 
lives on in leadership development and educational 
opportunity at Epworth.   

‘For me this scholarship really forces you to take a look 
at the problems facing the places we live in and come 
from, and it actually motivates you to want to make a 
difference because you know that you are capable of 
doing something amazing or very significant’ 

‘Therefore to Thee be Praise and Thanksgiving’

(Words of an Allan Gray Orbis Foundation bursary recipient)



‘Education breeds confidence. Confidence breeds hope. Hope breeds peace’ 
(Confucius) 



With God’s Grace and your continued and generous support, we believe Epworth 
will proudly continue to grow as a ‘pocket of educational excellence’ into the future.

A Worthy Milestone 

We believe however that certain needs will remain 

constant: 

• the development of competent leadership  and 

• the need to invest into LIFE WORTHY and LIFE READY 

education for our youth.

Epworth will celebrate its 125th anniversary in 2023.

Our world is forever changed by the COVID-19 pandemic  
and few would dare contemplate what 2023 will be like.



(The Epworth Foundation Trust is a registered NPO 
031-368/ PBO 930004892 /Section 18A (1) (a) approved)

95 Golf Road, Scottsville,
Pietermaritzburg 3201
Tel: 033 846 2500
foundation@epworth.co.za

www.epworthfoundation.co.za

OUR MISSION
Uplift our nation through quality education.

OUR VISION
A South Africa where deserving talent is educated 
and inspired to serve our country and its people.


