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We have reached half-term in term two of 2020. I had hoped to be in a position to give you a definitive timeline for the 

re-opening of school. However, we await the outcome of discussions between the MEC of Education, Angie Motshekga, 

and the Director-General of the National Department of Basic Education, Mr Mathanzima Mweli, regarding clarification 

on the dates for the re-opening of schools. Much of this discussion will also be guided by the readiness of the respective 

Provincial Education Departments. In addition, the National Alliance of Independent School Associations (NAISA) of 

which ISASA is a member, has made submissions to the Director-General regarding the re-opening of schools on behalf 

of member schools.  

It is important to keep in mind that as a country we are still under a National State of Disaster and as such we are       

required to adhere to the requirements of the law. Although we are in stage 4 of the lockdown, we still need to comply 

with the protocols as set out by the Covid-19 Disaster Management Act.   

In the interim we are preparing the campus for re-opening and to ensure that the school is COVID-19 compliant with 

health and safety standards. Our senior management team meets once or twice each week (online) to plan and for 

feedback. Craig Manuel, our Estates Manager, has been sourcing all the necessary PPE for staff and school require-

ments. I would like to thank Mr Garvie for his donation of face masks and ISO approved visors for members of staff. We 

are so grateful to our parents for your continued support of Epworth and for your contacts for resources and equip-

ment. All cleaning procedures and guidelines for managing Covid-19 health protocols are being put in place.  

We are blessed to have such hard-working teachers, pupils and support staff who have made the process of learn-at-

home a success. You all deserve this half-term break! Mrs Munro, as head of academics, has been the communication 

glue in the academic arena; Ms Filmer, our new pastoral deputy and Mrs Reintges, our school counsellor, have been a 

constant support for the pupils during lockdown. Online learning has not been without its challenges, hiccups and    

anxieties - which is to be expected as we navigate this exciting new educational course. We are grateful for your       

support and feedback.  

Besides the various educational webinars and operational meetings we attend, I have attended weekly (online) SAHISA 

forum discussions arranged by ISASA. These are attended by heads of South African independent schools and have 

been most beneficial. It is comforting to know that all schools are dealing with similar challenges and the community of 

independent schools is open to sharing ideas, protocols and best practices. Amongst other things, the meetings deal 

with the re-opening of schools, protocols required for compliance and what the future holds for the “new normal” that 

has become a phrase that we hear more and more. 

The lockdown has certainly given us the space to reflect and consider what we may have taken for granted. Although 

we have had to face different challenges that sometimes seem insurmountable, it has also slowed things down. Certain-

ly, our calendar for the term and the year has changed. There are activities and planned trips that we have had to     

cancel or rearrange, time together as a family has taken on a different look and feel perhaps. We have been bombarded 

by information on news channels, social media platforms and media groups that can become overwhelming.  



from the Epworth Board 

Kintsugi is a Japanese art form that is used to repair broken objects. A 

broken porcelain cup, pottery bowl or plate is repaired using gold. The 

crack or flaw in the precious piece of crockery or tea set is made “new”. 

The philosophy behind Kintsugi is that the flaw in the object or piece of 

art is viewed as unique and has its own beauty. The novel coronavirus 

seems to be the crack or break in our perfect world (or at least in the 

world that we felt we controlled). This crack has marred our lives in a 

way we would never have thought possible. 

And yet through this global tragedy and the effects of the virus on human life, world economy, education, and social  

interaction, there are glimmers of beauty, growth and innovation. Perhaps this is how we need to see the new normal 

for our future, a different and better future filled with hope. Perhaps we can fill the break or crack brought about by 

Covid-19 with the gold of growth, innovation and looking at what could be different and better.  

From the latest ISASA memorandum: “Naturally, the situation remains very fluid and a degree of uncertainty will persist 

until the announcement by the Minister of Basic Education. In the interim, it is advisable for schools to proceed with 

great discretion and, where necessary, to err on the side of caution.” 

Laura Bekker 

Fida Humana Fortis  



Welcome to our new Deputy Head: Pastoral  

We extend a warm Epworth welcome to our new Deputy Head: Pastoral, Ms 

Moira Filmer, who took up her position at the beginning of the term. Ms Filmer 

brings a wealth of experience in education, leadership, management and     

pastoral care to Epworth. For the past 11 years, she was the Head of Dramatic 

Arts at St Anne’s Diocesan College and also served as Grade 9 Head, Outdoor 

Adventure Co-ordinator and more recently, as a lay minister in the school’s 

chapel. During her teaching career, Ms Filmer has directed over 20 school    

productions and choreographed 12 Funk performances. She has been the     

external examiner for the IEB Dramatic Arts practical exam for many years and 

has co-authored several creative arts textbooks.  

Ms Filmer is excited about her role at Epworth and says, “The Epworth motto, 

Faith Compassion Courage, makes me excited to be working at a school that 

acknowledges the value of being both brave and kind; facing our fears, yet  

having compassion for ourselves and others by understanding that we are all on a journey.”  

To the teachers and pupils who are upskilling themselves on the online digital teaching platforms. 

Thank you... 

To the teachers who prepare learning packs for the younger children. 

To the parents, grandparents & guardians who are keeping children entertained and happy at home. 

To the support staff who are working behind the scenes to keep the school functioning. 

To Epworth community members who are supporting those less fortunate than ourselves. 

To those providing essential services, especially the healthcare workers on the front line. 

To Epworth management and ISASA for their ongoing leadership and communication. 

To our Chaplain and the faithful who continue to pray for love and protection over our community. 

from the Epworth Board 



Celebrating Earth Day   

On 22 April, the world celebrated the 50th anniversary of Earth Day, adopting the theme of climate action. Pupils in the 

Earth Active club supported the day by highlighting their motto for the year, which is a quote by Wendell Barry: “What I 

stand for is what I stand on”. They encouraged families to take the extra time at home to do something good for the 

planet. Let us always strive to protect and respect the Earth we stand on! 

Caught reading   
Pupils and staff 

took up our    

librarian’s 

Caught Reading 

Challenge, send-

ing in pictures of 

themselves  

reading in their 

favourite spots 

at home during 

the lockdown.  

Consumer Studies virtual run  

The Consumer Studies department 

jumped on the virtual running band-

wagon and, on 25 April between 7 am 

and 3 pm, they encouraged their pupils 

and staff to participate in a 1 km, 2 km, 

5 km or 10 km run or walk in their 

properties. Everyone was encouraged 

to make a donation to a charity.  



Make-a-mask challenge  

A challenge to staff and pupils to make 

their own masks out of scrap material  

they had at home resulted in a wide   

array of creative and colourful masks. In 

keeping with health regulations and to 

mitigate the risk of Covid-19 infection,  

all pupils will be required to wear masks 

at school when it reopens. So if you have 

not yet made your mask, its not too late.  

Epworth’s clinic nurse, Sister Dot O’Neill 
has swopped her injection needle for a 
sewing needle. She has started a mask 
production line at home and has been 
making face masks for the Epworth staff. 

 

SA debater, Faye Crawford, was recently selected to         
participate in an online panel discussion with professionals 

and fellow debaters on the topic of Covid-19 in South        
Africa.  She said: “ The panel discussion was very                

informative. We were so lucky to get to engage with such 
interesting and informed people about the virus and its 

effects – their expertise is in such high demand these days! I 
was lucky enough to speak with a representative on mental 
health during periods of isolation. I was fascinated with her 
views on how the virus will change the face of socialisation, 
and how profoundly this time can affect our mental health. 

Overall, a very interesting experience.”  

Debater does Epworth proud 



Covid Whistle Run  

 The first and second netball teams, along with members of the Sports department, participated in the 

#CovidWhistleRun initiated by Sport for Christ Action South Africa. On Saturday, 9 May, they ran, walked or 

cycled a distance of 5 or 10 km, blowing a whistle at the start, end and after each kilometre. The challenge, 

aimed at umpires, referees and technical officials, was endorsed by the Director of Umpires in SA, Annie   

Kloppers, who ran a netball umpiring course at Epworth during the first term.   

Environmental award  

Epworth recently received its Platinum 2 Decade Award from the Wildlife and Environment Society of South   
Africa for its dedication to, and involvement in, environmental activities in 2019. The school celebrates 17 years 
as an Eco-School. This year, in order to achieve the Platinum 3 Decade Award, the school needs to be involved  

in activities related to the following themes: community and heritage, energy, health and wellbeing, waste,    
water and climate change.  

Kayleigh Gemmell, class of 2013, recently received confirmation that her 

Master's degree film, The next few months, was nominated for the Annecy 

International Film Festival. Her film is a highly personal animated            

documentary dealing with the after-effects of terminal cancer and relates 

to her father’s experience with the disease. It documents his diagnosis and 

treatment from the perspectives of those closest to him, using different 

styles of animation to represent the results and effects of the treatments 

on the mind and body. Kayleigh’s film is among four selected from South 

Africa and will premiere at a virtual event in France later this year.  

Accolade for Epworthian  



Supporting our community  

Mask making  

One of the school’s biggest drives is making face masks for donating to our community engagement 

partners, such as Eden Kids, CHOC and other creches and schools. We will set up a collection point 

for the masks when we return to school.  

Recycle drive 

The school’s aim is to collect 533 kg of plastic that can be recycled to make benches for the campus. 

Any no 2 plastic is suitable and collection points will be available on campus.  

Chase Valley Veterinary Clinic 

The clinic needs clean tin cans so that it can plant Spekboom seedlings, which will be sold to raise 

funds for helping rescued animals. Pupils can bring their tins to school when it re-opens and they 

will be delivered to the clinic.  

SPCA 

The SPCA is appealing for blankets for the animals in their care. Pupils are encouraged to knit squares 

and to bring them to school where they will be made into blankets and donated to the PMB SPCA. 

 

Epworth is committed to supporting various organisations and community initiatives during the lockdown period. 

Thank you to our frontline workers 
Epworth delivered a batch of thank you biscuits to the medical staff at     

Pietermaritzburg MediClinic to express our appreciation for the important 

work they are doing for our community.  

From the Epworth Chaplin  

Please be assured of my continued prayers for you and your 
family, especially that this half-term weekend will be rest-
filled and peaceful. I have created a meditation of Psalm 
121. Please click on the following link to view it: https://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=YVMpkGDOx58&feature=youtu.be 

I am grateful for the opportunity to connect with you through 

our online chapel services every Monday (links are posted on 

the d6). If you have any feedback regarding these services,       

I would love to hear from you: rschultz@epworth.co.za 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YVMpkGDOx58&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YVMpkGDOx58&feature=youtu.be

