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I am conscious daily of the privilege of having been invited back to Epworth in 2014, 34 

years after I matriculated from this magnificent school.

It has only been since returning that I fully appreciate what this school has given my life 

through its education and its motto: FIDA (Faith) HUMANA (Compassion) FORTIS 

(Courage). 

The Epworth Foundation seeks to create and implement a financial sustainability plan 

in the run-up to (and well beyond) this wonderful institution’s 125th milestone in 2023.

Valued by so many, I am confident that the Epworth community will lean in, as it has 

done previously at all the most important times, both to give in kind (non monetarily) 

and to be kind in giving (monetarily).

As fundraisers, we work for great causes with great values. We work to protect and 

promote what is right, what is meaningful and what makes our world a better place. It 

is challenging yet rewarding work but above all, it is a noble calling. 

From the Epworth Foundation, I now appeal to all who believe in Epworth to support 

us, in this 120th year, by whatever way you can and we say thank you – in advance – for 

your generosity through our (section 18A compliant) Foundation and for playing your 

unique and most appreciated part in assisting ‘Epworth into the Future’!
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Highlights of the previous quarter 



A woman of worth and substance! 

Laura Bekker 
Ms Laura Bekker is now two years into her 

tenure as Head of School at Epworth. She 

brought with her, from her previous position 

as Principal of Rustenburg High School for 

Girls in Rondebosch, admirable leadership 

qualities and experience.

Her 11 years at this well-respected Cape 

school followed an impressive academic 

career as Principal of Uitenhage’s Riebeek

College Girls’ High, a time as Deputy 

Principal at Westering High in Port Elizabeth 

and Head of English at East London’s George 

Randell High School.

Beyond Laura’s passion for the English 

language and her natural ability to inspire 

and encourage, she has proven herself adept 

at managing crises, keeping her finger on the 

pulse of all things while also providing 

seamless management to our large and very 

busy school!

Over the years, Laura has racked up a string 

of training credentials, from NAPTOSA 

seminars on Teaching for Multiple 

Intelligences, Conflict Management, to 

Leadership for the new Millennium. Aside 

from academics and management, 

Laura is a woman of varied interests and 

talents. We have it on good authority that 

she was once ‘a mean hockey coach’, a 

debate organiser, and the producer and co-

ordinator of numerous musical productions 

and a variety of concerts before she came to 

hold the top management position at these 

schools.

At Epworth, we count ourselves extremely 

fortunate to have such a versatile, warm-

hearted and talented Head of School and we 

look forward to her continued leadership as 

she leads Epworth into the future.



Recently, Thandeka Gqubule’s biography 
of former public protector Thuli 
Madonsela, No Longer Whispering to 
Power (Jonathan Ball Publishers), was 
shortlisted for the Sunday Times Alan 
Paton Prize, the country’s biggest non-
fiction book award. This is an exceptional 
honour and her alma mater Epworth 
proudly salutes Thandeka as a truly 
inspiring alumnus!

Gqubule was the first black girl at 
Epworth School in 1979. A year later, a 
second black girl joined her: Busisiwe 
Mabuza, now chair of the IDC.

As economics editor at the SABC, feisty 
journalist Gqubule has frequently made 
headlines for her outspoken courage. 
“One of the things I was taught as a 
trainee reporter was never to yield to 
resentment due to the experience of 
persecution,” she said in a recent Sunday 
Times interview. “Because persecution is 
part of the job. If you are doing the job 
properly, it’s par for the course.”

The daughter of renowned theologian, 
Rev Simon Gqubule and clinical 
psychologist Miriam Gqubule, Thandeka 
remembers Epworth fondly despite 
culture shock at first.

“Initially I was isolated, but Epworth has 
this ethos that to be loving and 
courageous is as important as academic 
excellence.”

In her life, Thandeka has experienced 
many highs and lows: she has studied 
comparative religion and law, steeped 
herself in activism, been imprisoned, 
risen to the top of journalism and has 
stood firm against censorship at the 
SABC. 

Following in the footsteps of her parents, 
whom she describes as “moral 
absolutists” who ‘wouldn’t give up under 
even the most severe pressure. They 
would not yield on issues of ethics or 
belief.”

Thandeka Gqubule has braved all in her 
way, and won. What an example of FIDA 
(Faith) HUMANA (Compassion) and 
FORTIS (Courage)!

AMBASSADOR’S CORNER

JOURALIST/WRITER THANDEKA GQUBULE FLIES

THE EPWORTH FLAG HIGH



MAHLE Motorsport never stands still. 

We see ourselves as active drivers of 
innovations – at the highest level.

Whether Formula 1 World Champions, 

Le Mans winners, or champions in the 

DTM, MotoGP, or NASCAR: week after 

week, the performances of the top 

teams in the most important race 

series worldwide demonstrate the 

outstanding quality of MAHLE 
Motorsport's products and innovations.

Mahle is as passionately committed to 

being a noteworthy supporter of ‘Young 

Women of Worth’ to become daring 

and ambitious engineers of tomorrow, 

actively driving through gender bias.

Mahle is proud to be partnering with 

Epworth School and the Epworth 

Foundation in its quest for women 

empowerment.
www.mahle.com

http://www.mahle.com


“Epworth Foundation and their mission is a worthy cause if there ever 
were one! We are so inspired by this Foundation and the projects it runs 

for the upliftment of education in South Africa. Bless you Ingrid and 
team - you are all nothing short of incredible!”

Marcos Galanis – Owner of Marcos Jewellers



On the cards for 2018



‘Different Folk’
The Epworth Foundation invites you on a night out listening to

The great songs of the 60’s and 
70’s Folk Revival are brought back 

to life accompanied by master 
guitarists Daniel Rossouw and 
Ryan Calder, and singers Erin 
Fourie, Katherine McClelland, 

Sandra Styles and Tammy Calder. 
Join the them in an evening of 

nostalgia and fun, as they revisit 
more songs made famous by 

Simon and Garfunkel, Peter Paul 
and Mary, John Denver, Donovan, 

Tom Paxton, Carole King, Pete 
Seeger and many more. This 

follows the group’s enormously 
popular show That’s All Folk which 

sold out three seasons in 2017.
Friday, 20 July 2018
The Hexagon-Dive, 

UKZN Golf Road Campus
R150/pp

Kindly bring your own picnic dinner, 
drinks will be sold. 
No u/18s allowed.

There will be a top-hat performance, featuring 

Epworthian Kaiti Faul, class of 2013!! Also, a 

progressive auction throughout the evening to raise 
funds for the Young Women of Worth Bursary Fund.

For bookings or any queries
contact foundation@epworth.co.za

See you there!!

mailto:foundation@epworth.co.za


We thank you in advance for 
your support!

Calling all ladies!

Looking for sponsored prizes for the High Tea progressive auction.

Please contact Jacqui jrterblanche@mweb.co.za should you have anything that 

you wish to sponsor, i.e. hamper from your store, voucher from your business, 

weekend at your AirB&B home

mailto:jrterblanche@mweb.co.za


Please consider empowering a ‘Young Woman of Worth’ with your 
contribution today:

BANKING DETAILS

Account Name: I believe in Epworth Trust
Bank: FNB Midlands Mall
Account No: 62498980046
Branch Code: 257355
Swift code: FIRNZAJJ (For donors living abroad)
Reference: Name/YWOW

CONTACT DETAILS
95 Golf Road

Scottsville
Pietermaritzburg

3201
Tel: (033) 846-2500

Email: foundation@epworth.co.za
Website: www.epworthfoundation.co.za

Sponsorship opportunities
There are various sponsorship opportunities throughout the year with 

the Epworth Foundation. Kindly contact Mrs Papali Potgieter on 
(033) 846 2587 or ppotgieter@epworth.co.za for information herein.

mailto:foundation@epworth.co.za
https://www.facebook.com/EpworthFoundation/
mailto:ppotgieter@epworth.co.za

