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From the Principal’s desk 
It seems rather strange to be writing to you before our half-term 
when we have not physically been back at school. Term 1 seems 
to have not even ended with teachers working full out in  
preparation for Term 2 and for online learning.  
But unlike any other term, I am sure the short break will come 
as a nice distraction and will provide some good  
downtime from the online learning. So, make the most of it and 
leave those devices locked away in a cupboard and  
return to them only on Tuesday.  

Although we have not been physically at school, a lot has been 
happening. It has been wonderful to see the amazing creative 
side of our pupils and staff as they have thanked frontline  
workers, gone to the beach (virtually), completed the hat  
challenge, celebrated moms and created some of the most  
incredible art and projects. It certainly has not been a dull or 
easy term so far. 

Take this time to appreciate your garden. Spend time noticing 
what has changed, what new insects and birds have returned or 
just chill on a blanket looking at the clouds. Have fun and share 
it with your family. Although we have been on lockdown in 
these environments for so long, have we really noticed things 
changing? 

Going forward, I would like to ask parents to start preparing children of all ages to wear masks for long  
periods of time without touching or removing them; this will certainly be part of our new norm. We also need 
to start reinforcing the concept of social distancing and explain what this means in an area where there are 
other people, for example, sitting together and eating lunch but keeping more than one metre apart, kicking a 
ball to a friend but keeping good social distance, not sharing pens, crayons and at all times avoiding  
physical contact with other pupils. This is a real change for a school like Epworth and this will be the new social 
norm for some time to come, and it needs to become natural for our pupils. Please spend some time over the 
half-term chatting to your children about these new norms and why they are so necessary. Children adapt 
better when they understand why they need to change. 

On behalf of the staff, I would like to thank parents for all their support over the lockdown period; it is truly 
what makes Epworth School a very special place. Your positive comments about the staff have been a great 
boost to all. 

Enjoy the half-term break                     Stay safe                        Hope to see you soon 

 

Faith  Compassion  Courage 

Mr Reynard White 
Principal of Epworth Preparatory School 
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Grade 1: A special place to be 

Rainbows of Hope 

Easter Blessings 

As part of a  
world-wide  

initiative to give people 
hope during the  

pandemic,  
our Pre-Primary pupils 
created some beautiful 

‘Rainbows of Hope’. 

Follow us on Facebook 
to view the ‘Rainbows 

of Hope’ video. 

During the holidays, our boys 
and girls in Grades 1 to 3 

spread their Easter wishes 
with some amazing Easter 

arts and crafts. 

 

Follow us on Instagram and 
Facebook to view more Easter 

arts and crafts. 

 

‘High Five’ to the essential workers in our country 

Epworth pupils showed their appreciation 
for the heroic essential service teams 
across our country by producing some 

very creative ‘high five’ art.  
 

The school also arranged for some thank 
you biscuits to be delivered to the frontline 

staff at Pietermaritzburg MediClinic to 
thank them for all they are doing to help 

our community. 
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Dramatic Arts 

Igniting creativity and imagination and promoting self-expression. 

The Grades 1 and 2 pupils have had a wonderful time creating  
puppets out of paper. Some created folded origami ones while  

others made little paper puppets with their fingers as the  
puppets’ legs. 

The Grade 4 pupils have been 
learning about backstage  
careers in theatre.  
They designed and created  
fantastic designs for Pirates and 
Mermaids, and they have also 
been lighting designers,  
producing wonderful lighting 
effects on their sets.  

Mrs Maher has been giving virtual  
library lessons during lockdown.  

Her enthusiasm has been 
motivating and she has been  

encouraging the pupils to read as 
much as possible while staying safe at 

home. In her library lesson to the 
Grade 3s, she read the poem and 

asked the pupils to send her photos of 
them reading and to  

provide feedback on what books they 
have loved. 

Virtual Library 

Grade 1s visit the Beach 

The Grade 1 teachers put together a fun video to introduce the children 
to their sea theme. To view this fun-filled video, and see what some of 

the Epworth Prep School staff get up to when visiting the beach,  
please follow the link below:  

https://youtu.be/uF_UziQoZMY  

 

https://youtu.be/uF_UziQoZMY


4 

Our School 

The Pre-Primary boys 
and girls are loving 

learning about  
“Our School”  

this term in their  
lovely new foyer. 

Celebrating Special Days…. 
Earth day - Wednesday, 22 April 

In celebration of Earth Day, some of our  
Pre-Primary pupils created special art to  

generate awareness for the day and what it 
symbolises. At the end of the first term,  

Epworth was very proud to receive a Platinum 
2 Decade Award from the Wildlife and  

Environment Society of SA for the school’s  
environmental efforts over the past 17 years. 

World Book Day - Thursday, 23 April 

Grade 1s had fun celebrating World Book Day despite being in lockdown. Some of the pupils listened to the online version 
of the story ‘The Most Magnificent Thing’ by Ashley Spires and then created a magnificent thing at home. Others took some 

time out to read one of their favourite books in a special spot at home.  

Freedom Day -  
Monday, 27 April 

Our Grade 7s helped us celebrate 26 
years of freedom and democracy in 

our country by producing  
proudly SA messages. 
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Celebrating Special Days (Continued)…. 

Mother’s Day - Sunday, 10 May 

Our Pre-Primary boys and girls created some beautiful flower art for their 
moms for Mother’s Day. 

The teachers also sent a crumpet recipe, on a demo video, to Grade RRs 
to hopefully encourage them to make breakfast in bed for their moms. 
Some of the pupils sent in their photos of their master chef crumpets that 
they made for their moms. 

Making Maths fun! 
The Grade RR boys 
and girls have been 
doing Maths activi-
ties at home. They 

were  
allowed to count any 

object they linked, 
however, Smarties 
seemed to be the  

favourite as they got 
to eat them at the 

end. 

Hockey Achiever 
At the end of the first term,  

Emma Williams was chosen to 
represent the Umgungundlovu 

under 12 hockey team.  
Unfortunately, due to Covid-19, 

the tournament had to be  
postponed. We would like to 

congratulate her on this  
wonderful achievement. 

Fantasy Play 
Fantasy Play continues to be a very 

important part of the day in the  
Pre-Primary. The children have been 
taking part in planned activities. This 

activity was to ice some Marie  
biscuits and have a tea party with 

dolls or action men.  

Make-a-Mask Challenge  
Our pupils have been having lots of fun with this 
challenge.  



Like our page….. 
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What have the Grade 7s been up to during the national lockdown?  
Here are some of their thoughts.... 

“During the national  
lockdown I have enjoyed my 

own company and doing 
what makes me happy. I am 
very lucky because I have a 

big garden, dogs, a pool, and 
lots of things to keep me 

busy. 
Sometimes you need to take 
a break to stay at home, re-
lax, enjoy what we have and 
also to think about others.” 

Rhys Purves 

Abby Clayton 

Lily Cowden 

Micah Soden 

Anastasia Barthorpe 

Stacey Geyser 

Thando Gabela  

Shreya Jangali 

"It has been the most  
amazing family time we 
have ever experienced".  

Olivia Gowar 

Special family time.  
Amanda Zumba 

“During the national lockdown, I have really enjoyed spending time 
with my family. I have learnt to be patient and how to use my time 

wisely because you can never get this time back.”  
Brooklyn Chetty 

“A wise and well thought decision made by our president. An amazing 
opportunity for families to bond and do things that were limited by 

work and restricted time.” Christy Grace Govender 

“The national lockdown inspires 
me to” stop and be” with my 

family!” Aisha Cassim 

“During the lockdown, I have 
had some time to spend with 
my family and lots of time to 
revise on my schoolwork and 

improve. 
The lockdown has taught me 
that the coronavirus is a very 
serious infection and we need 
to help each other by staying 

home to prevent it from 
spreading.” Studuzo Mtalane 

“Life is too short, you 
must never take things for 
granted because moments 

pass by too quickly.”  
Onele Msinga 

“During the time of lock 
down I have had the oppor-

tunity to relax and reconnect 
with my family. It is a time 

that I feel we all needed and 
an experience that we can all 

remember in the future.”  
Rebecca Price 

Sanele Ndlazi 

“When this is all over the 
world will be stronger and 
ready for what ever hits it, 
together we can save the 

world and lives.”  
Hannah Jackson 

“Treasure everything that 
comes your way, we must not 

take things for granted  
because one day it won’t be 
there. But, there will always 

be hope.”  
Hevishka Sarawan 
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Spiritual Life - From the Epworth Chaplain 
Please know that I continue to pray for you and your family,  
especially for a rest-filled, peace-full half-term. If you would 

like a fun family activity, remember the  
Gratitude Scavenger Hunt! I am enjoying ‘connecting’ with 
you all through our online chapel services each Wednesday 

(links posted on d6).  
If you have any feedback regarding these services, please feel 

free to contact me at rschultz@epworth.co.za 

Community Engagement Projects 
Please follow us on 

the social media 

links below  

mailto:rschultz@epworth.co.za
http://www.instagram.com/epworthschoolpmb
http://www.facebook.com/epworthschoolpmb
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQ6x0Jy5XcuiYauvR8tlQMg
http://www.epworth.co.za/

