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Dr Seuss: “The more you read, the more things you will know. The more 

that you learn, the more places you’ll go.” 

There is so much I would like to leave as my last words to the Epworth 

community. However, I realise I have said much in many spaces, in    

various newsletters, at various functions and occasions over the past 

five years that hopefully has resonated with both parents and pupils.  

So, I shall share some of my address to the school from our final prize    

giving of the year.  

Teachers make a difference, especially at Epworth! If we ever needed 

proof of this, this year has certainly provided it. What a blessing it has 

been to be part of the Epworth team. This year has certainly taught us 

to appreciate, practice and use the technological space creatively and 

we have all become firm citizens of the digital world. My levels of tolerance, stress and resilience have grown. 

I have learned over the many years in education that to live with purpose, poise and faith allows one to live a life of integrity and 

authenticity. If we give of our best, we will not have regrets of missed opportunities or unattained goals. Instead, we would have 

learned that the process and the journey are as, if not more important because that is where we learn our most worthwhile    

lessons.  

I have learned that one must not allow an opportunity to go by without giving it the necessary attention it deserves before making/

taking a decision. That is how my appointment to Epworth was realised.  

Appreciate what you have here at Epworth – there is so much to be grateful for.  

Believe in yourself, you are enough.  

Be kind to each other. 

Communicate. 

Thank you to the Board of Governors and the Trustees for the support they have shown me and the trust they have had in me    

during my tenure at Epworth.  

I have had the privilege of working with an amazing, professional group of whole school leaders – Mr White (Principal of our Prep 

School), Mrs St Leger (Deputy of our Prep School), Mr Zeelie (Business Manager), Mrs Munro (Deputy of HS - Academics), Ms Filmer 

(Deputy of HS - Pastoral), Mrs Murugen (Head of HR), Mr Orr (Head of Music and HS Culture), Mr Jackson (Head of Sport), Mrs 

Bennetts (Head of Boarding), Mrs Schultz (our Chaplain), Mrs Roberts (Foundation Director), Ms Crookes (Head of     

Marketing), Mr Manuel (Estates Manager).  

As the Head of the High School, the academic staff, the HODs, grade heads, subject heads – what a professional team to 



have had the privilege of leading. Staff: front office, marketing, boarding, grounds, support, admin – your loyalty and commitment 

to the pupils, your loyalty to the Epworth community is unsurpassed!  

Mrs Munro – my right-hand support and Epworth encyclopedia: my sincere thanks to you for your unfailing loyalty and extraordi-

nary work ethic. I am so happy to be leaving Epworth High School in your capable hands. Mrs Munro, over the twenty odd years 

that you have spent at Epworth as a teacher, head of subject, academic administrator and deputy, you have become part of the 

backbone of the school; you have been a parent of the Prep and the High School, and with your dedication to education, you have a 

privileged and unique understanding of Epworth. You are a good listener and an astute negotiator, always maintaining your natural 

warm-hearted, nurturing approach to all situations.  

What I shall always remember about Epworth:  

I shall treasure the relationships established at Epworth.  

The wonderful teamwork of the Epworth staff.  

The Epworth motto – FAITH COMPASSION COURAGE. 

Girls duck-diving on the fields after a heavy rain!  

The glorious avenue of Jacarandas in bloom from the Bell Tower to Chapel and the girls walking arm in arm down to Chapel on a 

Monday morning and Sunday evening.  

This wonderful school has stolen my heart!  I have enjoyed and been happy at all the schools at which I have taught and the schools 

I have had the privilege of leading; but I leave my heart at Epworth. 

You know what makes us great? As a school, as a community? YOU! The pupils of Epworth.    

So yes, I am retiring. But I shall always be an ambassador for Epworth. I am henceforth an Epworthian. I shall carry our motto with 

me. I hope I shall meet you all again, one day when you least expect it, I am sure.  

Remember to BE SMART 

S – Studious, Sensible and Sensitive 

M – Make it happen! – use opportunities that come your way – be involved/get involved – that’s how you grow as a person and 

build character. 

A – Authentic – be authentic – don’t try to be someone else. 

R – Respect for yourself and others (gives you a sense of honour); Reliable – be someone you can count on; be responsible for your-

self, your freedoms, your choices. 

T – Tough – have tenacity.  

“I wanted a perfect ending. 

Now I’ve learned, the hard way, that some poems don’t rhyme, and some stories don’t have a clear beginning, middle, and end. 

Life is about not knowing, having to change, taking the moment and making the best of it, without knowing what’s going to happen 

next. 

Delicious Ambiguity!”  [Gilda Rodner] 

 

FIDA HUMANA FORTIS 

Ms Laura Bekker  



Heralding exam time  

At exam time, Epworth is always bathed in a touch of lilac as the majestic Jacarandas come into bloom. Every past 

and present Epworth pupil knows the tradition: if a Jacaranda flower happens to fall on your head, you are bestowed 

with good luck for your exams.  

We are excited about our new Epworth hat—blue for pupils and red for staff —that can 

be worn with civvies and uniform. They are available in the school shop.  

New addition to Epworth uniform  



Celebrating Poppy Day  

The History department commemorated Remembrance Day on 11 November by handing out poppies in        

exchange for a small donation which was given to the SA Legions. The poppy is recognised around the world  

as a humble, poignant symbol of remembrance and hope.  

Reaching out to the SPCA  

As a result of the generous donations of food and coins from staff and pupils, the Earth Active team was able 

to hand over a wonderful contribution to the local SPCA. The Grade 8s picked up on the community outreach 

part of what would have been incorporated into their Epworth-on-the-Move programme, and made no-sew 

fleece blankets, during the end-of-year programme, which were also donated to the SPCA.  

Shout out to our “gate keepers”  
 Thank you to our morning “gate 

keepers” who entertained us with 

their ingenious antics and outfits 

as they performed their Covid-19 

duties at the school gates every 

day. We love your wacky sense of 

humour! 



Recognising our Grade 8 readers   

The Library’s Grade 8 Reading Challenge culminated in a prize giving and a final get-together with hot chocolate and 

muffins. Grade 8B won the prize for the class that collectively read the most books; all members received a bookworm 

biscuit. Amber Warr received the prize for the pupil who read the most books (28) during the year and Bernice  

Saurombe won the lucky-draw prize (everyone who submitted a book review or met for a book chat was in the draw). 

Meet Alida, our Head Girl for 2021 

Q: What are you looking forward to as Head Girl? 

A: I am most excited to engage with the school and my fellow pupils, 

 and to work towards creating an environment in which every girl 

 feels proud to be an Epworth girl.  

Q: What messages of encouragement do you have for your co-leaders? 

A: Although at times things may be a bit difficult, it is important that we 

do not lose sight of the bigger picture, our goals and plans, and what 

truly matters to each one of us.  

Q: What do you most love about Epworth? 

A: Epworth is a school filled with opportunities for every single pupil. It 

truly is a family that cares for each person that belongs to the       

Epworth community. 

Q: Is there anything you would like to change at Epworth? 

A: I think it is important to strive for change in the way each girl feels. I would like to create a space where 

every girl feels that she matters, and where everyone can be proud of themselves, each other and of the 

school. 

Q: If you could be any superhero, who would you want to be and why? 

A: I would want to be Supergirl because although she is strong and powerful, she has a kind heart and places 

other people’s needs above her own.  



Thank you to our staff  Spreading some Christmas cheer 

Matrics celebrate end of exams and donate their shoes  

On behalf of the whole school, and as a way of saying 

“thank you”, the Grade 11s co-ordinated an appreciation 

service for our estates, catering and cleaning staff. Each 

staff member received a present with a personal message 

and the pupils expressed their heartfelt thanks during the 

service.  

Members of management, joined by their “helpers”, 

started the last week of school on a festive note by hand-

ing out Wedgewood nougat to all the cars entering the 

school grounds in the morning. Dressed in colourful, 

Christmas attire, they brightened up the day and brought 

a smile to parents’ and pupils’ faces.  

There was great jubilation on 25 November as the Grade 12s finished their last matric    

exam. As they exited the exam venue, they were greeted by the Grade 8s and proceeded 

to the Bell Tower where they left their shoes for donating to a worthy cause.  



Finals of Inter-house programme  

The end-of-year Inter-house programme was toned down a bit in order to maintain Covid-19 protocols. However, the 

final presentations, which featured artistic swimming, hip-hop and contemporary dance, were spectacular as usual.  

Ballet 

Achievements  

Badge of Excellence (cultural activities)  

Badge of Honour 

Zimi Tshaka excelled at the American 

Performance Awards, achieving Gold 

with Distinction for levels 9 and 10 

and winning two bursaries for New 

York Summer School. She also won        

trophies for Excellence in Musicality 

and Most Outstanding Senior Dancer. 

Alida Esterhuizen   

received a Badge of 

Honour for music at 

the Cultural and   

Social Responsibility 

and Sports Awards 

Assembly. 

Seven pupils received a 

Badge of Excellence: Robyn 

Curry, Alexi Joubert, Hannah 

Govender, Abbigale van 

Rooyen, Lauren Rix (all for 

ballet),  Jade Miller (Irish 

dance), Meghann Oldfield 

(music).  

KwaZulu-Natal Dance Academy  

Demi-Lee 
Penny  



KwaZulu-Natal Youth Choir  

KwaZulu-Natal Debating Teams 
Senior and Junior  

Pooja Morar and      

Megan Williams jointly  

received this prize 

which is awarded to a 

pupil in Grade 11 who 

is judged to have made 

the most significant 

contribution to the life 

of the school during 

the year by her         

personal service.   

KZN Youth Choir members: Emily Freedman, Zanda Ndlazi, Njalo Nombembe, 

Chumile Radebe, Lindelwe Shabangu and Amahle Sithole 

KZN Youth Orchestra members: 

Julia Rowe and Keona Duthie 

                                       Achievements  

Senior team: Sibongakonke 

Malinga and Faye Crawford 

Junior team:    

Kathleen Munro   

Badge of Excellence 
(sport)   

Junior Victrix             
Ludorum   

Caitlyn Cox 

(equestrian)   

Kayleigh Els  

The Hazel Pistorius Memorial Trophy  The LF Forsyth Award for Service to the 
School  

KwaZulu-Natal 
Youth Orchestra  

Zanda Ndlazi and 

Sibongakonke     

Malinga (absent) 

jointly received this 

trophy awarded to a 

Grade 10 pupil who 

shows initiative,  

loyalty, honesty, 

responsibility, cour-

tesy and courage. 



Farewell, Ms Bekker  

Over the past five years, the Epworth community has valued and benefited from Ms Bekker’s leadership and  

example: her compassionate heart, her ability to relate to, and connect with, people, her dogged determination 

and never say die attitude, her positive outlook on life and towards change and innovation, her collaborative and 

consultative approach, her honesty and integrity that is beyond reproach and of course, her idiosyncratic Eastern 

Cape “sêgoeds” that creep in every so often.  

In one of Ms Bekker’s first newsletters, she referenced a quote that so aptly epitomises her conduct over the 

past five years:  

“It is the steady, constant driving to the goal for which you’re striving, not the speed with which you travel, that 

will make your victory sure;  it’s the everlasting gaining, without whimper or complaining at the burdens you are 

bearing or the woes you must endure. It’s the holding to a purpose, and never giving in; it’s the iron will to do it, 

and the steady sticking to it.”  

This quote ends with the words: “keep your smile and drive on.” And this has been Ms Bekker – ever resilient, 

ever committed and always with a smile, coupled with a good dose of humour.   



If you 
missed our 

virtual 
Christmas 

Carol Service, 
please click 
here to view 

it.  

 

Fourteen Epworth High School staff     

members have been accepted as     

Independent Examination Board (IEB) 

markers for the Grade 12 examina-

tions. They will be travelling to         

Johannesburg to complete this        

onerous task, which for some          

subjects, involves six or seven days    

of marking.   

Hats off to our IEB markers  

Follow us on social media  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZYKACoDMSdw&feature=youtu.be
http://www.instagram.com/epworthschoolpmb
http://www.facebook.com/epworthschoolpmb
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQ6x0Jy5XcuiYauvR8tlQMg
http://www.epworth.co.za/

