
From the Principal’s Desk  
Term 1 2021, edition 2 

It feels like just the other day that we were compiling the newsletter for the first half of Term 1, which surely reflects the agreeably      

productive and eventful second half of Term 1! 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the staff and pupils for their efforts in creating a very memorable and special induction 

ceremony for me shortly after half-term. Special mention must be made of Mrs Schultz’s beautifully crafted chapel service which included 

an original musical item composed by Mrs Anne Duthie, and performed by staff and pupils: Mrs Sandra Henning, Mr Simon Bester, Ms 

Anne Duthie, Julia Rowe and Keona Duthie. The love and support were quite tangible! 

This half-term, we congratulated Mrs Tracy Bratley on the safe arrival of Brogan, brother to Chase. We sadly bid farewell to Ms Lisa 

McLennan and Sr Dorothy O’Neill; we thank both these staff members for their dedicated service to Epworth and wish them well in their 

future endeavours. We were delighted to recognise the following staff for their long service to Epworth: 20 years: Ms Lisa McLennan, 10 

years: Mrs Maxine Gouweloos, 5 years: Sr Becci Borain, Mrs Tracey Joubert, Mrs Wentzel Lawler, Mrs Tessa Orchard, Mrs Jennie Pratsch. 

The class of 2020 finally received their results over half-term; we are incredibly proud of the progress and achievements of every pupil! 

The re-mark results are due in the next few days which will then allow us to publish our first ever electronic school magazine, the details 

of which will be shared during the holidays. The Names and Faces publication will be available to pupils at the start of Term 2. 

We are currently securing our 2022 intake of Grade 8 pupils. We reimagined our 2021 Open Day into four tour sessions of 11 tour groups 

each and three families per tour. It was a particularly long and demanding day which saw our pupils and staff going well beyond the call of 

duty. The Mentors enjoyed hosting the Epworth Grade 7s for a fun afternoon, and although daunting, it is most pleasing to be able to 

interview so many young people eager to be a part of Epworth.  

A reminder that our Term 1 pupil progress reports are available via the Edana app. Follow this link to install Edana if you have not already 

done so. The Grades 8, 9 and 10 pupils are scheduled to write exams in Term 2, with the Grades 11 and 12 pupils writing in Term 3. The 

Term 2 exams commence on Tuesday, 25 May.  

I have included some photographs of staff working online as we end Term 1 and remember how we started this term. Thank you to the 

staff for their continued resilience, adaptability, and hard work. 

In closing, I wish all families celebrating Easter restorative and meaningful family time. Please stay healthy and choose to be cautious 

when planning holiday activities. 

FIDA HUMANA FORTIS 

Mrs Tracey Munro 

https://www.epworth.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Edana-Installation-guide.pdf


Congrats to the class of 2020 

“Our pupils fared exceptionally well, and have gained many skills and a level of resilience not measurable by writing an 

examination.” Mrs Tracey Munro  

 97.01% Bachelor degree pass (65 out of 67 pupils) 

 94.3% of papers written gave pupils access to university  

 83.8% of all papers written were graded at 60% or above 

 62 pupils achieved a C aggregate or above  

 63 pupils achieved at least one distinction  

 8 pupils ranked in the top 1% of a subject nationally 

Induction of new Principal: Mrs Tracey Munro  

Mrs Tracey Munro was inducted as the new High School Principal on 1 March in the presence of staff, members of the 

Board and Trust and Grade 12 pupils. Other pupils participated by watching a live streaming of the event and showed 

their support by lining Chapel drive as Mrs Munro and her family made their way down to the Chapel.  



Showcasing the school  Celebrating Mardi Gras 

Despite having to adhere to strict health and safety     

protocols, which forced us to re-format our Open Day, 

the event was a superb showcase of the school and the 

many activities on offer. Staff and pupils “pulled out all 

the stops” to create an inviting and engaging environ-

ment for prospective pupils and parents.  

The High School celebrated Mardi Gras, which is French 

for “Fat Tuesday” (also called Shrove Tuesday) by dress-

ing up in brightly coloured, carnival themed outfits.              

The celebration, initiated by the French department, is 

typically commemorated in countries with a French herit-

age and marks the start of the Christian Lent season    

leading up to Easter.  

Unique bonding experience for boarders  

In boarding, the Big Sister Programme is a wonderful initiative whereby each Grade 8 boarder is assigned a Grade 12 

who acts as her “Big Sister” for the year. To encourage this unique partnership, one of the activities is watching the 

sunrise together at the beginning of the year to symbolise the start of the younger girls’ high school careers.  



Consumer Studies is a Grade 12 subject that comprises a creative and a business component. This term, the Grade 10s 

had to produce three iced cupcakes along with a business plan and the Grade 11s were required to create a birthday-

themed cake accompanied by a plan on how to market and sell their cakes.  

Creative cakes in Consumer Studies  

The Grade 11s participated in a two-day Grahamstown Festival schools’ programme, the Future Arts festival, 
which was offered online this year because of Covid-19. The pupils learnt about camera technique, editing, 
sound, puppetry, costume, set, scriptwriting and movement. Using items that were available in the venue, 

they put all of these skills together to create a short film as part of their formal assessment programme.  

Film study for Grade 11s  



Geography devised a novel way of teaching the Grade 

11s how to calculate the density of a drainage basin. 

Each desk had a different drainage density due to   

infiltration factors and the pupils were able to          

calculate the density for each desk as well as the  

overall density of the entire drainage basin. 

Getting to grips with Geography Support for Down Syndrome                

Inter-house Gala  

The term ended on a high note with the annual Inter-house Gala. Despite all the 

Covid-19 protocols, the event was full of enthusiasm, laughter and good vibes. The 

swimmers gave their all and the supporters displayed wonderful spirit. The gala was 

won by Green house and the spirit award went to Blue house.  

The pupils showed their support for World Down      

Syndrome Awareness Day by wearing mismatched 

socks, which is part of the #LotsOfSocks campaign. This 

day is observed around the world on 21 March and signifies 

the uniqueness of the triplication (trisomy) of the 21st    

chromosome, which causes Down syndrome.     



Achievements 

WSAS Scholarships  

Five Grade 12s: Abbygail Schwulst, Skyelar Klomfass, Lulama Ngcobo, 

Tafadzwa Mutomba and Nomvuzo Nkwanyana have been selected for 

the World Sport and Academic Services (WSAS) International Scholarship 

Programme. WSAS assists students to further their tertiary education on 

a scholarship basis in various countries around the world.  

Chloe Dundas-Starr participated in the virtual Fina nation-

al competition, which will contribute to selections for the 

KZN team, the Junior World Championships and the 2024 

Olympic team. Chloe placed second in the Junior Free  

Solo event and seventh in the Junior Figures event. 

Jenna Kunz competed in the South African National 

Equestrian Schools’ Association (SANESA) core league 

qualifier 1. She came first in the equitation test and      

second and third in two jumping competitions.  

 

The following pupils competed in the virtual 

Midmar Mile: 

Abby Clayton, Kayleigh Els, Emily Freedman, 

Skyelar Klomfass, Melissa Martens, Rhys 

Purves, Zoe Ristow, Caitlin Soden and Hannah 

van Deventer  

Athletics  

Athletics  Nicolette Challenor, Rachel Woodburn, Tia Terblanche, Chay du 

Plessis, Rylee-Kai Challenor and Jade Miller (not pictured)         

excelled in their various events at the KZN Athletics full day 

league on 6 March.  



Achievements cont... 

Life Changer community engagement initiative  

Dusi Canoe Marathon   

Twelve Epworth pupils, ranging from Grades 9 to 12, successfully completed the 2021 Dusi Canoe Marathon.      

Several of them featured on the virtual podium, coming top in their categories: Georgina Howard placed third in 

U18 K1; Lizanne Conradie and Amy Hulett were first U18 K2; Rachel van Deventer and her partner, Noah Diedricks, 

came first in U18 K2 mixed and Kelsi Furmage and her partner, Lorna Oliver, placed third in the senior women’s K2 

competition.  

Surf Lifesaving  

Nicolette Challenor was selected to the KZN junior surf 

life-saving team. She will compete in April in the          

inter-provincial competition in Durban. 

International benchmark tests 

Keona Duthie and Emily Freedman both received          

Certificates of Honour for English in the 2020 Grade 8 and 

Grade 10 IBTs respectively.  



Life Changer community engagement initiative  

Eighteen years as an Eco-School  Easter community engagement  

Epworth recently received feedback from its 2020         

Eco-Schools’ portfolio. We are the proud recipients of a    

Platinum 3 Decade Award for our long-standing          

commitment and dedication to preserving our precious 

environment.  

As part of giving back to our community this Easter, we 

partnered with an organisation called Life Changer that 

distributes vouchers, redeemable for food, clothing and 

services, to homeless people. Together, the Epworth com-

munity contributed funds equal to 1000 vouchers! Thank 

you to everyone who supported this worthy cause.  

An Easter celebration with a difference 

Despite the many challenges and hardships that Covid-19 has presented, it has also given us the gift of creating different 

ways of doing things. This was certainly true for our Easter service, which we turned into an Easter “journey”. With the 

help of the spiritual leadership team and some enthusiastic Grade 11 readers and two singers, the pupils journeyed in 

the steps of Jesus during His last week on earth. They heard the crowds shouting “Hosanna” – the same crowds that lat-

er shouted “Crucify Him!”. They partook in a meal of bread and grape juice as they remembered the body and blood of 

Christ. They acknowledged the different ways in which people are still crucified – by our hatred, by our apathy, by our 

selfishness. And finally, they called out for Jesus to roll back the stone in their own lives – to bring about resurrection, 

where all we see is death.  

Please click here to view an Easter prayer by Chaplain, Mrs Rebecca Schultz. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y9Tztd3awWc

