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FAITH     COMPASSION    COURAGE 

As we near the end of the 1st term of 2021, I would like to take this  
opportunity to thank all parents and pupils for working together with us to 
help minimise the impact of Covid-19 on us as an educational community. 

Although the pandemic has slowed at this stage, we must still be very 
guarded against becoming complacent and allowing another spike to start 
sooner than predicted.  

With the decrease in the infection rate, the Department of Education is  
considering new regulations that will allow us to open up more activities 
across the school. We are expecting this to happen by Friday, 19 March. We 
will then see what changes we can make to our co-curricular programme. 
Unfortunately, it seems that they will maintain the enforcement of no spec-
tators at any activities or events.  
I do realise this can be very frustrating for all parents who are desperate to see their children perform, but this  
regulation is there to minimise the transmission and spread of the Covid-19 virus. So once again, I ask you to 
please be patient as whatever regulations and protocols we implement are in the best interests of the children in 
our care. 

It has been exciting for us to see the development of our swimmers during this season. The introduction of the 
weekly mini galas has created much excitement amongst the swimmers. This will all culminate in the annual  
Inter-House Gala next week on Monday, 22 March. It has also been wonderful to see our tennis courts, squash 
courts, artificial surface (Astro) and cricket fields full of excited children enjoying the outdoors and fresh air. I must 
thank all our coaches for doing a sterling job to get sport going under these circumstances. 

A reminder to parents is that although staff are always very happy, and more than willing, to assist you at any 
stage regarding the wellbeing of your child, please be mindful that the staff also need downtime to attend to their 
own families after school hours. Please may I ask you to refrain from sending WhatsApp messages late into the 
evenings, Friday nights or weekends. We would prefer you to please email the Epworth staff - The expectation is 
for them to respond to your email on Mondays to Fridays within 48 hours of receiving them. 
If there is an emergency during the school day, please contact: Mrs Katherine Botha (Primary) or Mrs Caryn Martin 
(Pre-Primary) and they will make sure the relevant staff receive your message, as staff are not always looking at 
their computers.  

It is with sadness and great excitement that we announce that Mr Jan Hendrick van Tonder has been appointed as 
the new Principal of Gert Maritz. He will assume office from the 1st April 2021. Mr van Toner has been with  
Epworth for 13 years and has been very influential in the Grade 7 year, assisting with boys’ sport and the many 
Grade 7 hikes and endurance runs. We will all miss his gentle and good-natured manner around school. As a com-
munity, we wish him every bit of success and everything of the very best in his new chapter at Gert Maritz  
Primary School. 

We are currently interviewing for his replacement and are hoping to make an announcement before the end of the 
term.  

Stay Safe 
Faith Compassion Courage 
Mr Reynard  White 

From the Prep School Principal’s desk 
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Welcome to new staff 

Grade 3s visit the  

Epworth Museum 

The Grade 3 boys and girls recently had 
the wonderful opportunity of visiting our 
school archive and museum. They learnt 
about the history of the school.  

The children were divided into groups and 
each child was given their own map 
whereby they had to match points on 
their sheet with pictures or items in the 
museum.  

They then had to follow the map to find 
the same points around the school  
campus. The children were amazed to  
discover plaques and various items around 
the school such as the original Epworth 
bird bath.  

Learning and developing through play at Epworth Pre-Primary  
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Mentorship Programme 

New desks and classroom revamps for Foundation Phase 
The Grades 1 to 3 children are loving their new desks that the school purchased at the beginning of this year. 

These desks are perfect for teaching children of this age in an interactive way, and are wonderful for teaching in 
small groups for a more individual educational experience.    

Our Pre-Primary  

children settle into school life 

beautifully! 

This term, the boys and girls in our Pre-Primary have 

been wonderful in settling into their routines and the  

Covid-19 protocols of school life.  

Mrs Debbie Burt (HOD) has been so proud of every 

boy and girl, that she gave each child a personalised 

sticker to let them know how proud she is of them. 
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Bug fever hits Grade 5s 
The Grade 5 classrooms have been ABUZZ with 

insects, snails and earthworms these last few weeks.  
 

As an introduction to science experiments, the  
children investigated whether snails could smell  
using a range of ingredients, observing how the 

snails reacted to each ingredient. 
 

There has also been huge excitement in the air as 
children loved looking after the class pet, a praying 
mantis, and hunting for red fire ants in the gardens 

around our beautiful school. 
 

The children were also fortunate enough to listen to 
Mr Moore, a local beekeeper, on how to keep bees 
and to harvest honey all whilst demonstrating the 

safety gear. 

Grade 7s receive the  

honourable Senior Badge 

Our Grade 7 boys and girls had a wonderful surprise 
last week in the Intermediate/Senior Phase weekly 
chapel service, when Mr Reynard White announced 

that they were going to be receiving their  
well-earned Senior Badges. 

 
As a Grade 7, they are now all responsible for  

being the leaders of the Prep School. As a Grade 7 
senior, every boy and girl in the grade is responsible 
for showing leadership to all the children and setting 
a good example. This allows each Grade 7 to develop 

and grow as a leader, at their own pace.      
 

This surprise announcement was made even more 
special by the Grade 1 to 3 pupils lining up outside 

the chapel to congratulate the Grade 7s. 
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Community Engagement: Life Changer 

This year, as one of our community engagement projects, we have chosen to partner with an organisation 
called Life Changer. This organisation is following a call to help those who are homeless, vulnerable and 

either living on, or making a living on, the streets. They provide meals and share fellowship with the  
homeless, but more importantly, they spend time getting to know their stories and the circumstances  

responsible for their current situation. They also work with, and care for, the children who are vulnerable 
to becoming homeless.  

Please visit www.lifechangersa.org for further information. 

Life Changer runs a system where you can purchase a voucher/s (R10 a voucher). These vouchers can then 
be given to vulnerable people that you may come across on the streets. The vouchers have a map on 

them, directing the person to the Lifeboat, which is a centre in Pietermaritzburg. Each voucher entitles the 
person to a range of services available at the Centre: meals, clothing, donated goods or other services.  

As an Easter Community Engagement project, we would love to distribute vouchers to our Epworth  
community. Should your family wish to participate, please follow the link below and complete the form. 

Thank you so much for your support! 

Life Changer Voucher Form 

Swimming  

Challenges 
Our children have loved being 
able to compete, even though 
it has been against each other, 
in the weekly galas this term.  

It has been wonderful to see 
the children thrive on a little 
healthy competition - while 

having fun!    

They were delighted at one of 
the galas when Ms Chelsea  
Meiring (Swimming Coach) 

made a guest appearance in 
the pool, swimming against 
the pupils and challenging 

them. 

We are looking forward to 
watching our swimmers show 

off their talents at our  
upcoming Inter-House Gala 

next week.    

https://www.lifechangersa.org/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=cm7o4ihhPk-xaJlHQnCXBnSKxyvrSNhBswWz6wDOWYtUNFEzN0VIRjNDQVg5TUlGVVRDUkkyVDNQMy4u
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Important dates this term  

 
Friday,  
19 March 

 
Down Syndrome Awareness Day (Children to wear school uniform with different coloured 
socks)  

 
Monday,  
22 March 

 

Public holiday  (school day for all Grade RRR—7) 
 
Inter-house Gala (No spectators) 
 

 

Wednesday, 
24 March 
 

 
Prep School Easter Service (Children only) 

 
Friday,  
26 March 
 

 
School closes for Easter holidays from 12:00 (no lunch programme, aftercare as normal) 

Epworth Prep School   
A journey of Faith, Compassion  

and Courage 

Please click on the image below to view a  

Prep School video that we recently produced 
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http://www.facebook.com/epworthschoolpmb
http://www.instagram.com/epworthschoolpmb
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQ6x0Jy5XcuiYauvR8tlQMg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xwxQ-2_0X_8&t=86s

